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ACTS & THE EPISTLES | WEEK TWELVE

WATCH

The Story of Easter (Jesus’ Sacrifice) by Saddleback Kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfKC3sZFLQU

READ Key Scripture: Ephesians 2:10

Paul wrote a letter to the Ephesians while he was in jail in Ephesus.

The Ephesians were strong in their faith (belief) for God and loved all of God'’s people.
Paul was so happy with the Ephesians, and he thanked God for them. Paul prayed for
the Ephesians. He prayed that they would be able to understand how great God's
power was. He also prayed that their hearts would be filled with hope from God.

There were different kinds of believers in Ephesus, and Paul reminded them that they were now
one family in Jesus Christ. Paul told them about how the Father, the Son (Jesus Christ), and the
Holy Spirit work together for their good. Paul also told them how the Holy Spirit is a reminder
and a promise from God. The Holy Spirit would remind them that God will give them all the
promises that He had made to the believers.

Paul reminded them of God's love, kindness, mercy, and grace. And Paul reminded them how it
was by the gift of God's grace that they were saved. Paul told them that there was nothing good
that they could have done that would have saved them, so they could not brag about being
saved. Paul told them that they were each God’s masterpiece. Now that they were saved, they
could do the good things that God had planned for them.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfKC3sZFLQU

ASK

Own Words
¢ What were the Ephesians strong in?
¢ What did Paul pray their hearts would be filled with?
e The different believers were now one in Jesus Christ.
* What gift from God saved them?
* Now that they were saved, what could they do?

Observe

e How do you think the Ephesians felt knowing Paul loved them and prayed
for them?

* How do you think it felt when they learned the Holy Spirit was a promise
from God?

* How do you feel knowing the Holy Spirit is with you?

* Why do you think Paul prayed for the Ephesians so much?

¢ What good things do you think God has planned for you?

TRUTH

You were made an amazing masterpiece by God.

MEMORIZE

“Continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the
faith.”
Colossians 2:6b-7a, NIV

PLAY

Learn these motions to help your child remember the memory verse:

"Continue to" - March in place.

"live your lives" - Put your arms up and pretend to be a plane.

"in him" - Put your arms straight up and point to the sky.

"rooted" - Put your arms to your side and stand tall like a tree.

"and built up" - Put your arms up over your head and put your fingertips together as
though they are a roof above you.

"in him" - Put your arms straight up and point to the sky.

"strengthened" - Make BIG muscles by flexing your arms.

"in the faith." - Place both hands together as though you are praying.
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DEVOTIONAL

Masterpiece

Artis such a fun activity in school! You can create wonderful paintings or drawings or even
make things out of clay. Close your eyes and think about your favorite piece of art that you ever
made. Is it a painting? Is it something you made with glue and popsicle sticks? The art that you
created is called your masterpiece. How do you feel when you think about that amazing
masterpiece that you created? | bet you felt full of joy and excitement when you shared that
masterpiece with the world.

Fun fact: Ephesians chapter two tells us that you are God's masterpiece! God looks at you with
so much love and joy. Before you were born, He was filled with excitement for the moment that
He would get to share you, His masterpiece, with the world.

But your masterpiece did not make itself amazing, you did that. You made the masterpiece
amazing when you created it and said it was good. Just like your masterpiece did not make
itself, you did not make yourself. You were made an amazing masterpiece by God. Long ago,
He had a special purpose and a plan for you to do good things.

You are a work of art, a masterpiece! Everyone has a special gift from God to be able to do His
good works here on earth. What do you think your special gift is? Maybe you like to draw or
sing or talk with friends. Maybe you like to tell stories or dance or help your teachers and
parents with tasks.

For me, | love to write and read books. God made me a writer from a very young age. When |
was a little girl,  was shy and didn't know how to talk to many people or how to make friends.
So, I read A LOT of books and wrote out my feelings on paper. | didn't know it then, but God
was preparing me to be a writer as a grown up.

There is something special inside of you. When you find it, | pray that you will keep that gift safe
and use that gift to become closer friends with God, as well as help others become friends with
God just like you.

PRAY

It can be hard to find our gift and follow the plan that God has for us. We can pray and ask God
to help us: “Father God, thank you for making me a masterpiece. Lord, | pray that you will help
me find my gift and use it to do good things for you. In Jesus' name | pray, amen.”

Written by Candice K. Aguilar
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ACTS & THE EPISTLES | WEEK TWELVE

WATCH

The Story of Easter (Jesus’ Sacrifice) by Saddleback Kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfKC3sZFLQU

OR READ
Ephesians 2:8-10

ASK

Own Words

What did God save you by?

Can you take credit for being saved?

Is salvation a reward?

In the scripture you read, what is a gift from God?
What were we created in Christ Jesus to do?

Observe

What are some “good things” that you see others do?
What is a “good thing” that you can do today?

How does it feel knowing that you didn't do anything other than believe in Jesus to
become saved?

How do you think God is able to have a plan for each one of us?
How do you feel when you learn that salvation is not a reward, but a gift?

TRUTH

We have been made right with God because of Jesus’ sacrifice.
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MEMORIZE

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives
in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”

Colossians 2:6-7, NIV

PLAY

Have kids say the memory verse creatively—loudly, softly, with lots of emotion, in
a robot or animal voice, and so forth.

DEVOTIONAL

God Has a Plan

Every now and then a remote will go missing in my house. When this happens, | send Grace
and Elijah to search their rooms for it. One time Grace came running to me with the remote. As
she ran down the hallway she shouted, “I FOUND THE REMOTE!" Then slowly behind her a

grumpy Elijah slumped down the hallway mumbling under his breath, “No you didn't, Grace. |
did.”

| find there are too many times to count in life where others take credit for something
someone else did. We can all easily be guilty of this at some point in our lives. Not everyone
does this on purpose, though. While Grace was shouting that she found the remote, even
though she didn't, she wasn't trying to take credit from her brother finding it. She was just
excited that the once lost item was now found.

When we become friends with Jesus, we share the joy that we have found and happily shout, “I
am saved!” But in our excitement, we can forget to give Jesus the credit for our salvation. We
didn’t and could never do anything that would allow us to be saved. Jesus did that. Jesus did
the good things as God had planned; Jesus did the work; Jesus lived a sinless life. We have
been made right with God because of Jesus’ sacrifice.

©2022 ROOTED MOMS MINISTRIES




cont'd:

Long ago, before you were ever born, He had a plan for you to do good things. Now that you
are saved, His Holy Spirit is working in and through you so that you can do the good things He
had planned. God made each of us special. You are His masterpiece! God loves you; God
created you and called you good.

We each have a special gift from God. You might be good at singing or dancing or drawing or
something totally different. For me, | love to write, and now | write for God. What is your

special gift from God that you can use to become closer friends with Him and help others to
become friends with Him just like you and me?

PRAY

It can be hard to find our gift and follow the plan that God has for us. We can pray and ask
God to help us: “Father God, thank you for making me a masterpiece. Lord, | pray that you
will help me find my gift and use it to do good things for you. In Jesus’ name | pray, amen.”

Written by Candice K. Aguilar
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