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ACTS & THE EPISTLES | WEEK FIFTEEN

WATCH

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA

READ  Key Scripture: 1 Peter 3:15-17

Peter was one of the original 12 students of Jesus, while He taught about God and
the Kingdom of Heaven. Before Peter was a friend of Jesus his name was Simon, but
once he met and believed in Jesus as his savior, Jesus changed Simon’s name to
Peter.

1 Peter is a letter written by Peter to many different churches in a country that is today known
as Turkey. Peter wrote this letter to encourage the believers because non-believers were
mistreating and hurting them. Peter reminded them that they were chosen and loved by Jesus.
Peter taught them that when other people were mean to them because they believed in Jesus, it
was a good thing. It was good because this hard time allowed the believers to strengthen their
faith and showed God their faith was genuine (true).

Peter told them that he knew the people who were in charge were being mean to them. Peter
taught them that they should allow those people to be mean to them, and they should not be
mean back. This was how Jesus lived. Jesus loved His enemies even when they were mean and
hurting him.

Peter taught the wives who were believers, even though their husbands were not believers, that
they should continue to show their husbands acts of love and not be rude to their husbands.
Peter taught the husbands who were believers that they should treat their wives kindly because
they are both the same before God. He told them that when they showed love like that, it would
be an example of God's mercy to the non-believers.

Peter taught them that it is better to be mistreated when they have done nothing wrong, if that
is what God wants, than being mistreated when they have done something wrong. Finally, Peter
told them to give everything they were worried about to God, because He would always comfort
them.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA

ASK

Own Words

* What was Peter’'s name before Jesus changed it?

e Why did Peter tell the believers it was good when other people were mean to
them?

e Why did Peter say they should allow people to be mean to them?

* What would be an example of acts of love by believers to the husbands or wives
that were non-believers?

* Why did Peter tell them to give everything they were worried about to God?

Observe

* Do you think it was hard for the believers to allow others to be mean to them?

* Do you think it helped the believers to talk to God through prayer when they
were hurting?

* How do you think the believers felt when they were showing love to the people
who were being mean to them?

e How do you think the people who were being mean felt when the believers gave
them love while they were being mean?

¢ How do you feel knowing God will always comfort you?

TRUTH

Showing love not only helps others to feel love, but it also gives them an
opportunity to learn about the love of Jesus.

MEMORIZE

“...Be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks the reason for the hope
that you have.”
1 Peter 3:15b, NIV

PLAY

Learn these motions to help your child remember the memory verse:

* Be prepared - Pretend you are holding a bowl! with one arm and you're mixing a
big bowl of cookie dough with the other hand.

* To give - Take the pretend bowl you were mixing with both hands and extend
your arms out as though you are giving it away.

* An answer - With your two pointer fingers point to your mouth.

* To everyone - With both hands facing up, extend both arms out in front of your
body then open them wide.

* Who asks - Make a gentle fist with your hand then rest your chin on it as though
you are thinking really hard.

* The reason - With both pointer fingers, point to the sky.

* For the hope - Bring both hands together, as though you are praying.

* That you have - Point to your chest.
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DEVOTIONAL

The Way You Live

Did you know the way we act or live our lives, can teach other people things? For example, my
daughter Grace is always full of joy. | watched her one day to see what brought her this positive
attitude. As | watched her throughout the day, | noticed she was always singing! Not a specific
song, though. She sang her words instead of speaking her words. For example, she sang these
words to me, “Mommmmyyyy, may | have some milk, pleeeeaaase ?”

Grace has a joyful life because she lives a joyful life through her actions and words. The way she
lives her life tells a story and the way you live your life tells a story, as well. 1 Peter teaches us
that we are to show love to those who are mean to us. When we live our life showing love to all
people, even those who are mean to us, the way we live is teaching others about the love of
God. People see the way you live even when you don't feel seen.

When people see us being a living example of God's love, some will ask you how you are able to
do this. Not everyone will ask you about your loving ways, but all who see and feel your love will
remember it. This loving feeling you give them may be a seed that will one day grow into a
beautiful tree of life with God. We never know who may be around us that needs a bit of
kindness, and sometimes the people who are mean to us are the ones that need love the most.
It is our job as believers of Jesus to spread love everywhere we can.

1 Peter 3:15 teaches us “to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks the reason for
the hope that you have.” Showing love not only helps others to feel love, but it also gives
them an opportunity to learn about the love of Jesus. And when they learn about the love
of Jesus because of your love and kindness, they can choose to have the best gift of all... the gift
of salvation from knowing and accepting Jesus, just like you!

PRAY

We can ask God through prayer to teach us how to love others, when we don’t know how.

“Father God, | thank you for Jesus’ perfect love. Lord, | ask that you teach me how to love
people when | don't know how. In Jesus’ name | pray, amen.”

Written by Candice Aguilar
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WATCH

Overview: 1 Peter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhP7AZQlzCg&t=394s

OR READ
1 Peter 3:15-17

ASK

Own Words

* What does “revering Christ as Lord in your heart” from 1 Peter 3:15 mean?

* What does 1 Peter 3:15 say you are to be “prepared to give an answer to"?

e 1 Peter 3:15 says, “But do this with gentleness and

* The scripture says, “It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for
doing___." 1 Peter 3:17 NIV

* How do you think those who read this letter felt about showing love to those who
were hurting them?

Observe

e Itis hard to show love to those who hurt us. What are some ways we can show love
when someone is being mean to us?

* What might you say to someone who asks about the hope you have in Jesus?

* How has Jesus shown you love when you didn't deserve it?

* |t can feel scary to read that “it is good to suffer, if it is God's will.” How can we use
prayer to help when we feel afraid, sad, or even hurt?

* What are a few things that you know about Jesus and God that give you hope?

TRUTH

By showing love to those who are mean to you,
you are being a living example of God's mercy.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhP7AZQlzCg&t=394s

MEMORIZE

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have.”
1 Peter 3:15b, NIV

PLAY

Repeat the verse aloud with your child several times so that they are familiar with
it. Then, say the verse aloud to them, but make a mistake. When your child hears
the mistake, they call out “Gotcha!” and get one point. If your child doesn't catch
the error, the “Tricky Teacher” gets a point.

DEVOTIONAL

Living Example

As believers, we are called to live like Jesus lived. We are also told to be ready to share about
our hope in Jesus with anyone who asks. Jesus loved everyone, even His enemies. This can be
hard for us to understand because we are not perfect like Jesus is. And because Jesus is
perfect, He has perfect love.

Have you ever had another kid be mean to you at school or on the playground? | hope not, but
if you have, how did you react? Were you mean back to them? Did you ignore them? Or maybe
you showed them love? These hard experiences that you will have allow you to strengthen
your faith and show God that your love and faith are true. Sometimes, it feels like the only
option we have when people are mean is to be mean back, but that is not how God tells us we
should act. The Bible teaches that when people are mean to you, you should show them love
even though they don't deserve it. Showing them love when they don't deserve it, is exactly
what Jesus has done for you.

By showing love to those who are mean to you, you are being a living example of God’s
mercy. And when you are living in this way, it will show the people who are mean to you, as
well as others around you, that you have hope in something (Someone) greater. It is really,
REALLY hard to show love to people who are being mean to you; when people see you living
this way, they will want to ask you how you are able to be kind and show love to those who are
mean to you. This will give you the chance to share your hope in Jesus. And when you share
your hope in Jesus, it will allow them to have the same hope in Jesus as well. And it will give
them the greatest opportunity of all, allowing them to accept Jesus and be saved just like you.
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PRAY

It is hard to show love to people when we are hurt. We can ask God to help us show love
when we don't know how.

“Father God, | thank you for Jesus’ perfect love. Lord, | ask that you show me how to love

people when they are being mean to me. Lord, | pray you comfort me when | am mistreated.
In Jesus’ name | pray, amen.”

Written by Candice Aguilar
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