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ACTS & THE EPISTLES | WEEK TWO

WATCH

Peter Escapes from Prison by Saddleback Kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzM9aFgkw6s

READ Key Scripture: Acts 12:4-17

King Herod was a mean man. He put Peter, a follower of Christ, in prison just to be
mean to him and not because Peter did anything wrong. King Herod even had 16
guards watch Peter. Two of those guards stayed right by Peter even when he was
sleeping. They also kept Peter in chains.

At the same time, Christians (believers in and followers of Christ) in Peter’s church were praying
hard for Peter. God heard those prayers. This is the amazing way that God answered them:

In the middle of the night, an angel came to Peter right where he was sleeping in prison. A light
shined brightly in Peter’s prison cell. The angel nudged Peter’s side to wake him up. The angel told
Peter, “Quick! Get up.” The chains on Peter fell right off. Then the angel told Peter to get dressed,
put on his sandals, and follow him. Peter did what the angel told him.

Peter and the angel passed the guards without being seen. When they came to a big iron gate,
the gate opened by itself. They walked right out of the prison yard onto the city street. Then the
angel left.

Peter had been safely rescued from prison. The Christians who had prayed so hard for Peter were
amazed. Peter asked them to tell other Christians about the amazing miracle God used to rescue
him from prison.

ASK

Own Words
e Who was the mean king that put Peter in prison?
e How many guards watched Peter?
Who prayed for Peter to be safe?
Who did God send to rescue Peter from prison?
What happened to the big iron gate when Peter and the angel came to it?
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https://youtu.be/IlXFy3zjJh4

ASK

Observe

e Did Peter get put in prison for doing something wrong?

e Peter was a Christian. A Christian is a follower of

e What was Peter doing in prison when the angel came?

e Peter followed the angel’s instructions. Tell of a time when you followed
instructions.

e How did the Christians who prayed hard for Peter’s safety feel when they
saw Peter had been rescued from prison?

TRUTH

If you find yourself in trouble, pray.

MEMORIZE

“Your faith will be tested....it will produce in you the strength to continue.” James
1:3, NIrV

PLAY

Have you ever sung and moved to the motions of “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and
Toes"? Do you remember the motions? They go in this order: Both hands on your
head, a hand on each shoulder, a hand on each knee, and a hand on each foot.
Repeat. A hand on each eye, a hand on each ear, both hands on your mouth, &
both hands on your nose. Then back to the beginning with both hands on your
head, a hand on each shoulder, a hand on each knee, and a hand on each foot.

Do you remember the tune? If you need a reminder, you can find it here.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA48wTGbU7A

Kids love to move, so this will combine movement with learning the memory verse.
Move from one body part to the next for every syllable in this week’s memory
verse. Have fun with it. There's no wrong way as long as they are having fun hiding
God's Word in their hearts.

Guess what?! Next time they hear “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes”, it will
remind them of this memory verse.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA48wTGbU7A

DEVOTIONAL

Rescued

Leslye had an adorable, adventurous kitten named Mittens. Mittens loved to climb. One day
Mittens climbed high into a tree and played among the tree limbs. But when Mittens was ready
to come down, she couldn’t figure out how to do that. Mittens cried louder and louder for
Leslye to rescue her. Leslye was an experienced tree climber. She scrambled up the tree quickly
and brought Mittens safely back to the ground.

When mean King Herod put Peter in prison, Peter needed God to rescue him. King Herod
placed 16 guards around Peter in the prison to watch him. Two of the guards stayed very close
to Peter and watched him day and night. Meanwhile, Christians from Peter’s church were
praying hard that Peter would be safe. God heard and answered their faithful prayers.

In the middle of the night while sleeping with chains on between two guards, Peter felt an angel
nudge his side. He woke up to a bright light in the prison cell. The angel told him to quickly
follow instructions. Peter and the angel walked past the guards without being noticed. The iron
gate to the prison yard opened for them by itself. Peter and the angel were out of prison and
walking on the city street. Suddenly, the angel left.

Peter went to the house where the Christians were praying. They were amazed that God had
sent an angel to rescue Peter from prison. They were thankful that Peter was safe. Peter asked
them to tell other Christians about the amazing miracle God used to rescue him from prison.

When Christians pray, God hears them. When you pray, God hears you. Just like adventurous
Mittens needed some help getting out of the tree, Peter needed some help getting out of

prison. Leslye heard the kitten's cry and rescued her. God heard Peter and the Christians’
prayers and rescued him. If you find yourself in trouble, pray. God is listening!

PRAY

If you find yourself in trouble, pray.

Dear Jesus,
Whenever | am in trouble or don't feel safe, | will talk to you. | know you love me, hear me, and
can help me. Will you help me with ? Thank you for hearing my prayer. | love

you, Jesus. Amen.

Written by Debbie Burns
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ACTS & THE EPISTLES | WEEK TWO

WATCH

Peter Escapes from Prison by Saddleback Kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzM9aFgkwés

OR READ
Acts 12:4-17

ASK

Own Words

e Who was the mean king that put Peter in prison?
How many guards watched Peter in prison?
Who prayed for Peter to be safe?
Who did God send to rescue Peter from prison?
Who was Rhoda?

Observe

e Did Peter get put in prison for doing something wrong?

e Peter was a Christian. A Christian is a follower of . Are you a Christian?

e What was Peter doing in prison when the angel came?

o Peter followed the angel's instructions. Tell of a time when you followed
instructions.

e How did the Christians who prayed hard for Peter’s safety feel when they saw Peter
had been rescued from prison?

TRUTH

If you find yourself in trouble, pray.

MEMORIZE

“Your faith will be tested. You know that when this happens it will produce
in you the strength to continue.”
James 1:3, NIrV
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PLAY

Supplies Needed: Memory Verse, Writing Utensil, Index Cards, Plastic Bag or
Envelope, and Stopwatch

Instructions: Peter’s faith and the faith of each believer in the church praying for
him was tested in this Bible story. Their faith was made stronger by Peter’s
miraculous rescue in answer to their prayers. Today, let's test your ability to
memorize James 1:3 in a fast and fun way.

Write 1 or 2 words from James 1:3 on index cards. Include the Bible reference
(James 1:3) on an index card, too. Practice the verse a few times. Then put all the
index cards in a plastic bag or envelope and shake them up. Have your mom turn
on a stopwatch to see how long it takes you to put the index cards in order. Then
test yourself again with the stopwatch to see if you can go even faster. This is a fun
way to test yourself and make your knowledge of God's Word even stronger.

DEVOTIONAL

Rescued

Leslye had an adorable, adventurous kitten named Mittens. Mittens loved to climb. One day
Mittens climbed high into a tree and played among the tree limbs. But when Mittens was ready
to come down, she couldn't figure out how to do that. Mittens cried louder and louder for
Leslye to rescue her. Leslye was an experienced tree climber. She scrambled up the tree
quickly and brought Mittens safely back to the ground.

When mean King Herod put Peter in prison, Peter needed God to rescue him. King Herod
placed 16 guards around Peter in the prison to watch him. Two of the guards stayed very close
to Peter and watched him day and night. Meanwhile, Christians from Peter’s church were
praying hard that Peter would be safe. God heard and answered their faithful prayers.

In the middle of the night while sleeping with chains on between two guards, Peter felt an
angel nudge his side. He woke up to a bright light in the prison cell. The angel told him to
quickly follow instructions. Peter and the angel walked past the guards without being noticed.
The iron gate to the prison yard opened for them by itself. Peter and the angel were out of
prison and walking on the city street. Suddenly, the angel left.
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(cont'd)

Peter went to the house where the Christians were praying. A servant girl went to the door and
heard Peter’s voice. She was so excited that she forgot to open the door. She ran to tell the
Christians in the house that were praying for Peter that he was at the door. At first, they didn't
believe her. Peter kept knocking until they opened the door. They were amazed that God had
sent an angel to rescue Peter from prison. They were thankful that God answered their prayers
and Peter was safe. Peter asked them to tell other Christians about the amazing miracle God
used to rescue him from prison.

When Christians pray, God hears them. When you pray, God hears you. Just like adventurous
Mittens needed some help getting out of the tree, Peter needed some help getting out of

prison. Leslye heard the kitten's cry and rescued her. God heard Peter and the Christians’
prayers and rescued him. If you find yourself in trouble, pray. God is listening!

PRAY

If you find yourself in trouble, pray.

Dear Jesus,
Whenever | am in trouble or don't feel safe, | will talk to you. | know you love me, hear me,
and can help me. Will you help me with ? Thank you for hearing my prayer. |

love you, Jesus. Amen.

Written by Debbie Burns
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