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Paul told the people in Corinth that it was important to get along nicely and not to quarrel (fight).
This is called living in “harmony”. It is so peaceful and pleasant when people live together in
harmony. One way to get along nicely with others is to forgive them when they do something that
hurts our feelings, makes us angry, or actually hurts us or someone we love.

Forgiveness means that you don’t pay back someone with meanness who does something to hurt
your feelings, make you angry, or hurt you or someone you love. You choose to let go of any hurt
or anger that you feel. Forgiveness is like a gift that you give to someone that makes you feel
better. As children who love and follow Jesus, we want to act like Jesus. Jesus forgives us when we
do wrong things. All we have to do is ask Him to forgive us. Because Jesus forgives us, we forgive
others.

It isn’t easy to forgive. Sometimes we want to stay mad or hurt someone back. That is not what
we should do, though. Asking Jesus to help us truly forgive in our hearts can help us be more
willing to forgive others. Jesus forgives us. We forgive others. Then we can live in harmony with
others just like Paul wrote about in his letter to the people in Corinth.

WATCH 
Out on a Limb by Saddleback Kids
https://youtu.be/cN1xDhrqZRI
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READ

Paul loved to tell others about Jesus (Christ), God’s Son and our Savior. Some of the
people Paul wanted to tell about Jesus lived in Corinth. Corinth was over 600 miles
from where Paul lived in Rome, so he wrote those people a letter. In the letter he told
them how people who love and follow Jesus should live.

Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3,10; 3:3; Matthew 18:21-22

https://youtu.be/cN1xDhrqZRI
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MEMORIZE
“Be kind and tender to one another. Forgive one another...” 
Ephesians 4:32a, NIrV

PLAY
Supplies Needed: Small box, Wrapping paper or paper the child decorates, Bow or
Ribbon, Tape, Writing Utensil, Index Card

Instructions: Help your child write “I forgive you” on an index card. Place the index
card inside a small box. Wrap the box with wrapping paper or paper your child
decorates. Place a bow or ribbon on it so it looks like a gift. 

Repeat the memory verse together several times. Talk to your child about
forgiveness and see what he/she understands about it. Emphasize that Jesus
forgives us, so we should forgive others. Point out that forgiving others is like
giving them a very special gift.

Then have your child say the memory verse holding the wrapped gift. Have your
child give the gift to you. Unwrap it and read the message inside. Thank your child
for the gift of forgiveness. Notice during the week when your child has an
opportunity to forgive and praise your child for making that good choice and acting
like Jesus.

TRUTH
One way to live together in “harmony” is to forgive others.

AGES 2-5ASK

Tell what you think “forgive” means?
Has anyone ever hurt your feelings, made you angry, or hurt you or
someone you love? Talk about it.
Did you forgive him/her/them? 
Why do we forgive others?
What can help us forgive others when it feels like it is hard to do?

Observe

Who did Paul love to tell people about?
Who is Jesus?
Corinth was a long way from Rome where Paul lived. How did he tell people in
Corinth about Jesus?
When people get along nicely and do not quarrel, they are living in ___________.
As children who love and follow Jesus, who do we want to act like?

Own Words



Dear Jesus, Thank you for forgiving me when I hurt someone’s feelings, make someone angry,
or hurt someone. I don’t want to do those things. I want to get along nicely with others. I am
sorry. Please help me to forgive others, too. I love you Jesus. Amen

Written by Debbie Burns 

PRAY
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AGES 2-5
DEVOTIONAL

Forgiveness

Joey had a dinosaur party for his third birthday. He loved dinosaurs and was so excited about
the giant T-Rex balloon from his big brother. During the party, though, one of his friends
accidentally popped that special balloon. Oh, no! Joey felt mad and hurt all at the same time. He
really liked that balloon. What would he do?

Well, he could have said mean words to his friend or tried to hurt him back. That isn’t what Joey
did, though. He had learned that people who love Jesus forgive others. They don’t try to pay
others back with meanness. So, Joey forgave his friend. He prayed quietly right there; he asked
Jesus to take away the angry, hurt way that he felt. Then Joey enjoyed the rest of his party with
peace and joy in his heart.

Paul, a follower of Jesus, wrote a letter to the people in Corinth. They had not been getting
along very nicely. They had quarrels (fights) and were jealous of each other. Paul told them that
people that love Jesus should live in harmony. That means they are kind to each other and
forgive each other. 

When Jesus was on earth, Peter (one of Jesus’ 12 followers) asked Jesus about forgiving others.
He wanted to know how many times people had to forgive others. Do you know what Jesus told
Peter? You should forgive others seventy times seven times. Wow! That is a whole lot of times.
Jesus used that very big number so Peter would understand how important forgiving others is.

One way to live together in harmony is to forgive others. We should get along nicely with
others. We should not quarrel and be jealous of others. If someone hurts our feelings or makes
us angry or hurts us, we should forgive them. We should not repay that person with meanness.
Jesus forgives us and we should forgive others.



WATCH 

AGES 6-10 

ASK

Who wrote the letter to the people in the church in Corinth?
Paul wanted the people in Corinth to live in harmony. Talk about what you think “to
live in harmony” means.
What were the people in Corinth doing that needed to change because it was not
peaceful or pleasant?
Earlier, when Jesus was still on earth, who asked Him how many times we should
forgive others?
What answer did Jesus give him?

What does jealous mean?
What is another word that we use for “quarrel”?
What is something that you might have to forgive someone for?
Is it easy for you to forgive? Why or why not?
Who are we acting like (imitating) when we forgive others?

Own Words

Observe

TRUTH
One way to live together in “harmony” is to forgive others.
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OR READ
1 Corinthians 1:1-3,10; 3:3; Matthew 18:21-22
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Out on a Limb by Saddleback Kids
https://youtu.be/cN1xDhrqZRI

https://youtu.be/cN1xDhrqZRI


©2022 ROOTED MOMS MINISTRIES

PLAY
Supplies Needed: Writing Utensil, 3 pieces of paper

Instructions: Talk to your child about the meaning of forgiveness. Emphasize that
forgiveness helps us live in harmony with others, that forgiveness is what Jesus
taught us to do, and that forgiveness is a gift.

Have your child write down (give assistance, if needed) 3 instances for which
people may need forgiveness. They can be simple. If we learn to forgive simple
things as a child, it is easier to forgive big things as adults.

Repeat the memory verse together a few times. Then when your child can say the
memory verse independently, have your child say it. Have your child wad up each
of the 3 pieces of paper and throw them away while saying, “I forgive you.”

Help them understand that when you forgive someone you don’t have to carry
around the hurt and anger any more. You throw it away just like you threw away
the 3 pieces of paper.

Forgiveness

Bailey had a princess party for her seventh birthday. She was so excited about her princess
castle birthday cake with sparkly sprinkles and her name on top in edible glitter. During the
party, though, one of her friends tried to sneak a taste of the edible glitter and knocked Bailey’s
name off the cake. Oh, no! Bailey felt mad and hurt all at the same time. She really liked that
cake and she wanted it to be perfect until after she blew out her candles. What would she do?

Well, she could have said mean words to her friend or tried to get her back in some unkind
way. That isn’t what Bailey did, though. She had learned that people who love Jesus forgive
others. They don’t try to pay others back with meanness. So, Bailey forgave her friend. She
prayed quietly right there; she asked Jesus to take away the angry, hurt way that she felt. Then
Bailey enjoyed the rest of her party with peace and joy in her heart.

DEVOTIONAL

AGES 6-10 
MEMORIZE
“Be kind and tender to one another. Forgive one another, just as God
forgave you because of what Christ has done.” 
Ephesians 4:32, NIrV



Dear Jesus, Thank you for forgiving me when I hurt someone’s feelings, make someone angry,
or hurt someone. I don’t want to do those things. I want to get along nicely with others. I am
sorry. Please help me to forgive others, too. I love you Jesus. Amen

PRAY
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AGES 6-10 

Written by Debbie Burns 

cont'd:

Paul, a follower of Jesus, wrote a letter to the people in Corinth. They had not been getting
along very nicely. They had quarrels (fights) and were jealous of each other. Paul told them
that people that love Jesus should live in harmony. That means they are kind to each other and
forgive each other. 

When Jesus was on earth, Peter (one of Jesus’ 12 disciples) asked Jesus about forgiving others.
He wanted to know how many times people had to forgive others. Do you know what Jesus
told Peter? You should forgive others seventy times seven times. Wow! That is a whole lot of
times. Jesus used that very big number so Peter would understand how important forgiving
others is. Jesus taught His followers to be kind and tenderhearted to others. He wanted them
to do their very best to live in harmony with others.

One way to live together in harmony is to forgive others. We should get along nicely with
others. We should not quarrel and be jealous of others. If someone hurts our feelings or
makes us angry or hurts us, we should forgive them. We should not repay that person with
meanness. Jesus forgives us and we should forgive others. It isn’t easy. But if you ask Jesus to
help you, He will. Forgiveness is not only like a gift you give to others; it is also like a gift that
you give yourself, so your hurt and anger can be replaced with peace and joy.


