ACTS & THE EPISTLES




ACTS & THE EPISTLES | WEEK NINE

WATCH

Baptism/God's Story from Kids’ Club
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BQ-H8v3hP4

READ Key Scripture: Romans 6:1-4

The book of Romans in the Bible is a letter written by a man named Paul to the
Roman Church. Paul was a follower and believer of Jesus Christ. There were many
different kinds of believers who attended the Roman Church and they all wanted to
do things their own way. Paul wrote this letter to the Roman Church to bring all the
believers together as one.

Paul told them that they were all slaves to sin (Sin is the bad things people do.) and that they all
needed to be saved. Paul told them that they could not be saved by following the rules. The only
way they could be saved was by believing that Jesus lived, died, and returned to life.

Paul told them that their baptism (a ceremony where we accept Jesus saved us) showed that they
asked forgiveness of their sins, believed in Jesus, and they were no longer going to live in sin. Paul
told them that when they were baptized their old lives were gone and their new lives were
connected to Jesus. And because of this, Paul told them that they needed to stop living in sin and
start living like Jesus did.

ASK

Own Words
¢ Why did Paul write the letter to the Roman Church?
e What did Paul say they were all slaves to?
* What did they all need?
e What did their baptism show?
* Who did they need to start living like?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BQ-H8v3hP4

ASK

Observe

* How do you think Paul felt when he wrote the letter to bring everyone
together?

* How do you think the believers felt when they heard they all needed to be
saved?

* What does it look like to be saved?

* How was the old life gone?

* What does it mean to you to live like Jesus lived?

TRUTH

God loves us even when we aren’t being our best selves.

MEMORIZE

“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8b, NIV

PLAY

Learn these motions to help your child remember the memory verse:

“While we"” - with two hands make a “W” out of your thumb and pointer fingers and
bounce twice

“were still” - hold both hands open with your palms facing up

“sinners” - point both thumbs down

“Christ” - put both hands together as though you are praying

“died” - keep both hands together from before and bow your head

“for us” - lift your head, with both palms facing up open your arms wide
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DEVOTIONAL

As Good as New

Let's think about that time you ate a really messy meal like spaghetti. | love spaghetti night with
all the yummy sauce and cheese, but it can leave your plate really messy! Now imagine you are
helping your mom with the dishes. She fills the sink full of warm soapy water. Then, she places
the messy plate beneath the water and washes it. And, finally, when she brings it up out of the
water, what happens? That's right; it's clean! As good as new!

That is a lot like baptism. Imagine that the plate is you and me. Now imagine the mess on the
plate is sin, (sin is all of the bad things that we do). Just like the plate cannot get free of the mess
without being cleaned, we cannot get free of sin without repenting (apologizing to God for our
sins), accepting Christ as our Savior, and getting baptized.

When we are baptized, we are covered in sin. Our sin is invisible, but imagine yourself covered
in spaghetti sauce. You step into the water and are gently dunked under the water just like the
spaghetti plate was. What happens next? You come up out of the water clean! As good as new!

When we are baptized, we are now connected to Jesus. “We are those who have died to sin.”
(Romans 6:2, NIV) But we aren't literally dead. This means that the sinful person we were before
we are baptized is gone. The you that went into the water is gone. You step out of the water a
new person.

We now must do our best to love like Jesus loved, and spread the Good News about Jesus, so
that others can become friends of Jesus like you and me. We won't get it perfectly right all the
time, but that is okay. God loves us even when we aren’t being our best selves. Jesus lived a
perfect life for you, me, and everyone you know as well as everyone you don't know. Jesus did
this because he loves us and wants us to be friends with Him and God the Father.

Just know that there is nothing magical about the water when you are baptized. It is your belief
and trust in Jesus that allows God to change you and your heart.

PRAY

Aren't you glad that God sent Jesus to live a perfect life for us? | know | am. We can use prayer
to thank God.

“Father God, we thank you for the gift of Your son Jesus. Thank you for the perfect life he lived
so that we could be forgiven. In Jesus’' name we pray. Amen.”

Written by Candice K. Aguilar
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ACTS & THE EPISTLES | WEEK NINE

WATCH

Baptism/God’s Story from Kids’ Club
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BQ-H8v3hP4

OR READ

Romans 6:1-8

ASK

Own Words
* Are we supposed to continue sinning?
* Who were they baptized into?
* When we are baptized in Christ Jesus, what else are we baptized into?
* What does Paul say they have “died to"?
* Who is Paul talking about when he says “We are those who have died to sin"?

Observe
¢ What do you think it means to be baptized into Christ Jesus?
* What does it mean to you when Paul writes “We are those who have died to sin...
(Romans 6:2 NIV)?
* What does the saying “to live in sin” mean to you?
* How do you feel when you read these verses?
e According to these verses, how should you live your life?

n

ui.

TRUTH

God loves us even when we aren'’t being our best selves.
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MEMORIZE

“But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.”

Romans 5:8, CSB

PLAY

Supplies Needed: Paper, Scissors, a Frame (bought or made)

Instructions:

Write or type the Bible verse onto a sheet of paper and cut it into words or
phrases. Lay out a frame with the verse inside. Read it together. Then, hide the
words or phrases around a room in your home.

When you say, "GO!", have your child find each word or phrase and assemble the
memory verse inside the frame.

DEVOTIONAL

As Good as New

One day a little girl named Gracie was learning how to ride her bike without training wheels.
She started at the top of the hill. With her mom watching from the bottom of the hill, she was
ready to go. She put one foot on the pedal and took off. The hill took over and she was going
so fast that she wasn't even pedaling. She lost control and... BAM! She hit a tree. Her mom
quickly ran to her rescue, brushed off all the grass from Gracie's pants, and wiped her face
clean. She kissed her forehead and said, “There, now you are good as new!”

Have you ever had one of those moments when your mom came to your rescue and made you
feel “as good as new"? This is what God sent Jesus to do for us. Jesus came to rescue us and
make us “as good as new"!

Before we accept Jesus as our Savior, we are slaves to sin. Think about the bike in the story as

sin. We are learning to ride our bikes, crashing, and needing someone to save us from the bike
(sin). BAM!' In walks Jesus to wipe the grass off our pants and make us “as good as new.”
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cont'd:

“We are those who have died to sin.” (Romans 6:2 NIV) But we aren't literally dead. When we
are baptized, we are saved. We go into the water with our pants covered in grass and come out
of the water clean, as good as new. The sinful person you were before you were baptized is
gone. You step out of the water a new person.

We now must do our best to live and love like Jesus did, and to do our best not to sin. We won't
get it perfectly right all the time like Jesus did, but that is okay. God loves us even when we
aren’t being our best selves.

Just know that there is nothing magical about the water when you are baptized. It is your belief
and trust in Jesus that allows God to change you and your heart. You may still hit a few trees as

you learn to ride, but you can trust that Jesus will always be there to save you and make you as
good as new.

PRAY

I am so glad that we can always count on Jesus to be there for us! Let's thank him for saving
us.

“Father God, we thank you for sending us a savior. We thank you for providing the way for
our salvation long before we were born, so that we could be connected to you in love. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.”

Written by Candice K. Aguilar
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